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The Swaraj of my conception will come only when
all of us are firmly persuaded that our Swaraj has got
to be won, worked and maintained through truth and
Ahimsa alone. True democracy or Swaraj of the masses
can never come through untruthful and violent means,
for the simple reason that the natural corollary to their
use would be to remove all opposition through the
suppression or extermination of the antagonists. That
does not make for individual freedom. Individual
freedom can have the fullest play only under a regime
of unadulterated Ahimsa.
Harijan,   27-5-'39

In Swaraj based on Ahimsa people need not know
their rights, but it is necessary for them to know their
duties. There is no duty but creates a corresponding right,
and those only are true rights which flow from a due
performance of one's duties. Hence rights of citizenship
accrue only to those who serve the State to which they
belong. And they alone can do justice to the rights
that accrue to them. Everyone possesses the right to
tell lies or resort to goondaism. But the exercise of Such
a right is harmful both to the exerciser and society. But
to him who observes truth and non-violence comes
prestige, and prestige brings rights. And people who
obtain rights as a result of performance of duty, exercise
them only for the service of society, never for themselves.
Swaraj of a people means the sum total of the Swaraj
(self-rule) of individuals. And such Swaraj comes only
from performance by individuals of their duty as citizens.
In it no one thinks of his rights. They come, when they
are needed, for better performance of duty.

Harijan,  25-3-'39